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PEOPLE 


Dr.  John  Douglas  retiri^tco^om^^^^^;^ 


Dr.  Clem  Bowman,  president  of  the  Alberta  Research  Council,  presents  Dr.  Douglas  with 
his  retirement  present  —a  CD  (compact  disc)  player. 


To  show  his  appreciation  for  their  hard  work 
and  dedication,  Dr.  John  Douglas  presented 
bouquets  to  three  of  his  former  executive 
secretaries  who  attended  his  retirement 
function  February  6. 

After  reflecting  on  his  career  and  ex- 
periences, Dr.  Douglas  offered  his  Research 
Council  colleagues  the  following  sugges- 
tions. 

"The  management  committee  is  worried 
that  our  mean  age  is  rising.  While  hiring 
young  employees  is  essential  to  generate 
new  ideas,  experience  is  a  valuable  asset.  I 
would  like  to  see  the  Research  Council 
develop  more  direct  industry  experience  - 
by  hiring  the  people  who  have  that  ex- 
perience and  by  participating  in  exchange 
programs  with  external  companies." 

He  further  proposed  that  the  organization 
consider  adding  representation  to  the  Board 
of  Directors  from  outside  the  province,  a 
move  Dr.  Douglas  feels  is  in  keeping  with 
the  Board's  increasingly  global  outlook. 


As  regional  vice-president.  Industrial 
Technologies,  he  officially  left  the  Alberta 
Research  Council  on  December  31.  During 
his  1 2  years  of  service.  Dr.  Douglas  worked 
in  a  number  of  executive  positions.  Here,  he 
was  instrumental  in  leading  the  organization 
into  new  relationships  with  the  private  sec- 
tor. 

His  accomplishments  include  a  major 
role  in  developing  the  1979  Long  Range 
Plan,  conceiving  the  Joint  Research  Venture 
Program  and  negotiating  its  first  agreement. 
He  also  played  a  vital  role  in  the  assembly 
of  subscribers  to  the  international  project  on 
coal  agglomeration.  Most  recently,  he 
helped  bring  Alberta  industrial  repre- 
sentation to  the  Westem  Canadian  Space 
Project. 

Dr.  Douglas  also  did  much  to  promote  the 
Research  Council  in  Calgary,  pointing  the 
way  to  strengthen  the  organization's  service 
to  that  city  and  southern  Alberta. 


Digitized  logotype 
now  available 

A  postscript  file  containing  the  Alberta  Re- 
search Council's  logotype  is  now  available 
to  employees  working  in  MS-DOS 
(microsoft  disc  operated  system)  and/or 
Macintosh  environments. 

Dale  Hite,  Corporate  Communications 
says  the  file  will  be  provided  to  anyone  who 
requests  it,  provided  they  supply  their  own 
disc  and  have  a  formatting  program  such  as 
Ventura,  Express  or  Page  Maker  with  v\  hich 
to  manipulate  the  logotype. 

A  summary  instruction  sheet,  outlining 
correct  placement  of  the  logotype  will  be 
sent  out  with  each  disc.  Employees  also 
should  refer  to  the  Visual  Identity  Manual, 
available  within  each  department,  for 
guidelines  on  the  correct  use  of  the 
logotype.  A  summary  of  this  information 
also  was  printed  in  the  February,  1 989,  issue 
of  Newsline. 

Publishing  services  are  still  available 
through  Corporate  Communications  to 
those  who  do  not  have  access  to  formatting 
programs  and  for  everyone  wishing  to 
develop  printed  materials  for  internal  and 
external  distribution. 

To  obtain  a  copy  of  the  logotype  file, 
contact  Dale  at  450-5118,  or  via  e-mail  at 
SATURN:  :HITE. 


The  Visual  Identity  Committee  in- 
itiated development  of  the  file  to 
respond  to  employee  requests  for  a 
digitized  version  of  the  logotype,  for  use 
in  drafting  internal  forms,  flyers  and 
pamphlets.  This  is  just  one  of  the  first 
steps  taken  by  committee  members,  who 
are  currently  working  to  review  and  up- 
date the  Research  Council's  overall 
visual  identity  program  and  manual. 

If  you  have  any  questions  conceming 
this  program,  please  feel  free  to  contact 
any  of  the  committee  members:  Dorothy 
Hollands,  Carmen  Forster,  or  Dale  Hite. 
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Clover  Bar:  getting  a  move  on 


Oil  Sands  and  Hydrocarbon  Recovery 
Department  staff  moved  into  their  new  ad- 
ministrative complex  in  February. 

The  building,  approximately  4000  square 
metres,  is  attached  via  a  pedway  to  the  old 
Clover  Bar  facilities.  In  the  next  year  or  so, 
the  now  vacant  offices  will  be  converted 
into  additional  laboratory  space.  Another 
pedway  will  be  built  this  summer  to  connect 
the  complex  to  the  department's  pilot  plant. 


New  amenities  include  a  99-seat 
auditorium  with  a  soundproof  projection 
room,  a  number  of  small  and  large  meeting 
rooms  on  each  floor,  and  a  bright,  cheerful 
kitchen/eating  area. 

All  interested  Alberta  Research  Council 
employees  are  encouraged  to  visit  the  new 
Clover  Bar  facilities.  For  those  unable  to  do 
so,  the  attached  pictures  provide  a  glimpse 
of  the  new  building. 


The  new  building. 


Linda  Gray  seems  right  at  home  in  her 
new  office. 


Employees  now  have  a  cheerful,  well-lit  luncheon  area. 


A  glass-walled  pedway  joins  the  two  Clover  Bar  facilities. 
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Doreen  Kasmussen,  receptionist,  prepares 
to  greet  visitors  at  the  main  entrance. 
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TV  programs  spotlight  Research  Council  scientists 


Video  crews  have  become  a  familiar  sight  at 
the  Alberta  Research  Council  as  the 
organization's  scientific  staff  are  ap- 
proached to  participate  in  the  production  of 
promotional  and  educational  programs. 

Recent  examples  include  the  corporate 
video,  ACCESS  Network's  Discovery 
Digest  series,  and  a  promotional  video  for 
ASET  (Alberta  Society  of  Engineering 
Technologists). 

Three  new  educational  programs,  featur- 
ing Research  Council  employees,  are  now 
being  developed  by  ACCESS  Network  and 
TV  Ontario. 

"The  Investigators",  an  ACCESS  pro- 
gram, is  designed  to  introduce  senior  high 
school  students  to  some  of  Alberta's  leading 
scientists  from  the  Alberta  Research  Coun- 
cil, the  University  of  Alberta  and  the 
University  of  Calgary.  Network  repre- 
sentative, David  Pare,  says  the  program  will 
give  students  a  flavor  for  a  number  of  scien- 
tific careers. 

Kory  MacDonald  is  the  student  actress 
who  ties  the  film  together.  She  plays  Amy 
Chandro,  a  high  school  student  given  the 
assignment  of  producing  a  video  on 
Alberta's  scientists.  This  she  does  through 
video  interviews  in  both  professional  and 
personal  settings. 

Although  David  plans  to  include  a  num- 
ber of  Research  Council  employees  in  this 


Dr.  Mossop  explains  the  theoiy  of  plate  tectonics. 


project,  only  Dr.  Brad  Thompson,  Biotech- 
nology, and  Dr.  Grant  Mossop,  Alberta 
Geological  Survey,  were  confirmed  at  the 
time  this  story  was  written.  The  Inves- 
tigators will  air  on  ACCESS  TV  Tuesday, 
May  29,  at  7:30  p.m. 

Another  ACCESS  series,  titled  "Senior 
High  Science",  is  being  produced  in 
cooperation  with  Alberta  Education.  It  will 


As  part  of  their  program  on  Alberta's  biotechnology  industry,  TV  Ontario  filmed  Jennie 
Bilodeau,  a  pilot  plant  operator,  as  she  worked  at  a  station  of  20  litre  fermentors. 


be  used  in  Alberta  classrooms  as  a  student 
resource,  and  in  teacher  and  parent  orienta- 
tion workshops. 

One  of  the  programs,  "Moving  Moun- 
tains", is  targeted  to  a  grade  1 1  audience.  In 
it.  Dr.  Mossop  explains  the  concept  of  a 
scientific  theory,  using  plate  tectonics  as  an 
illustration. 

He  does  this  by  setting  out  the  theory  of 
plate  tectonics,  then  showing  how  it  is 
tested,  how  it  can  be  used  as  a  model,  and  to 
explain  the  formation  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains, and  how  the  model  can  be  used  to 
predict  future  geological  events. 

TV  Ontario,  that  province's  equivalent  to 
ACCESS,  also  met  with  Dr.  Thompson  in 
February  to  obtain  footage  for  "The  Science 
Edition"  -  a  weekly  half-hour  science  show. 

Chris  Robinson  is  associate  producer.  He 
says  the  program's  focus  on  biotechnology 
is  the  Government  of  Alberta's  attempts  at 
economic  diversification.  In  addition  to  ex- 
amining the  role  of  the  Alberta  Research 
Council's  Biotechnology  Department  and 
its  pilot  plant,  TV  Ontario  also  interviewed 
representatives  from  private  biotechnology 
companies  and  Fred  Stewart,  minister  of 
Alberta  Technology,  Research  &  Telecom- 
munications. 

The  program  is  expected  to  air  on  TV 
Ontario  next  winter  in  Ontario  and  Quebec. 
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STAFF  NOTES 


Coal  and  Hydrocarbon  Processing  -  The 

department  hosted  the  Technical  and  Steer- 
ing Committee  meetings  of  the  hitemation- 
al  Energy  Agency  Annex  II  Coal  Combus- 
tion Sciences  Program.  The  program  is 
jointly  funded  by  four  countries  -  Canada, 
Federal  Republic  of  Germany,  Great  Britain 
and  the  Netherlands  -  to  study  means  of 
modifying  coal  combustion  systems  to 


reduce  NOx  (nitrogen  oxide  pollutants) 
emissions. 

*  *  * 

Alberta  Geological  Survey/Forestry  - 

Grade  seven  students  in  Alberta  are  being 
introduced  to  the  Alberta  Research  Council 
through  waveboard,  the  cortugated  panel 
product  developed  by  Dr.  Lars  Bach  of  the 
Forestry  Department.  It  is  just  one  of  the 


scientific  examples  presented  in  their  new 
science  text,  "Science  Directions  7".  The 
credit  for  getting  this  Research  Council  in- 
novation into  the  textbook  goes  to  Dixon 
Edwards  of  the  Alberta  Geological  Survey. 
He  worked  with  John  Wylie  &  Sons  to  edit 
some  of  the  text  developed  and  to  offer 
suggestions  for  appropriate  material. 
*  ★  ★ 

Resource  Technologies  -  The  department's 
spatial  information  technologies  group  is 
sponsoring  a  workshop  on  high  resolution 
airbome  digital  imaging,  March  28,  from  9 
a.m.  to  5  p.m.  at  the  Research  Council's 
Mill  Woods  site.  Presenting  this  seminar 
will  be  Dr.  Roger  Buxton  of  Moniteq  Ltd. 
Registration  fees  are  $125  per  person.  The 
deadline  for  registration  is  March  21. 
Anyone  interested  in  attending  the  seminar 
should  contact  Claudia  Palylyk  at  438-7564 
or  via  e-mail  at  SATURN:  :PALYLYK. 


ON  THE  MOVE 


Promotion  announced 

Paul  Grey,  Biotechnology,  has  been 
promoted  from  a  Research  Technologist  II 
to  a  Research  Technologist  III. 

Professional 
designation 

Robert  Hipkin,  manager  of  Calgary 
Operations,  received  his  I.S.P.  (Information 
Systems  Professional  of  Canada)  designa- 
tion from  the  Canadian  Information 
Processing  Society  (CIPS).  CIPS  informa- 
tion says  this  certification  "indicates  the 
holder  has  met  significant  educational  and 
experience  criteria  and  continually  strives 
towards  the  highest  standards  of  profes- 
sionalism in  the  computing  industry." 


OUTREACH 


Students  gain  in-laboratory  experience 


Forty  NAIT  (Northern  Alberta  Institute  of 
Technology)  students  visited  the  Alberta 
Research  Council  last  month  to  see 
firsthand  the  operation  of  some  advanced 
analytical  equipment. 

All  are  students  of  NAIT's  Chemistry 
Technology  Program.  Working  in  groups  of 
10,  they  each  spent  one-half  day  with  staff 
from  the  Analytical  Services  Laboratory  as 
part  of  a  course  on  advanced  analytical 
chemistry. 

Dr.  Ron  Currie  is  assistant  program  head 
and  lead  instructor  of  NAIT's  Advanced 
Analytical  Chemistry  Laboratory.  He  says, 
"the  course  emphasis  is  on  working  with 
instruments.  We  do  not  have  all  the  equip- 
ment studied.  We  visit  organizations  like  the 
Research  Council  so  our  students  can  see 
the  instruments  in  operation  and  how  the 
samples  are  handled." 

Dr.  Mike  Gray,  laboratory  section  head, 


worked  with  Dr.  Currie  to  coordinate  the 
visits.  He  says  the  students  were  primarily 
interested  in  three  pieces  of  equipment:  the 
ICP  (Inductively  Coupled  Plasma  Atomic 
Emission  Spectrometer),  the  GCMS  (Gas 
Chromatography  Mass  Spectrometer),  and 
the  FTIR  (Fourier  Transform  Infrared 
Spectrometer). 

"The  students  get  some  theory  in  their 
course,  but  no  experience.  We  show  them 
some  of  the  simple  things  that  can  be  done 
with  the  equipment,  and  the  problems  an 
operator  might  run  into.  We  also  let  each 
group  run  a  sample  on  the  GCMS  to  provide 
some  hands-on  experience.  Our  goal  was  to 
provide  them  with  a  feeling  for  the 
capability  and  applications  of  the  equip- 
ment. 

"This  is  the  first  time  we  have  par- 
ticipated in  the  program,  but  we  are  quite 
willing  to  do  it  again  next  year." 


Getting  a  firsthand  demonstration  of  the  capabilities  of  the  Research  Council's  Scanning 
Electron  Microscope  (SEM)  are,  from  left,  Arnold  Rutkowski,  Eric  Thomsen,  Dr  Gray, 
Dk  Currie,  and  Rodney  Wong.  Equipment  operator  is  Ed  Zacharuk. 


Employee  changes 

We  welcome  to  the  Alberta  Research 
Council:  Linda  Coates,  Oil  Sands  and 
Hydrocarbon  Recovery;  Wing  Lam, 
Facilities  Planning  and  Engineering; 
Shelley  Lorimer,  Oil  Sands  and 
Hydrocarbon  Recovery;  Allan  McLean, 
Electronics  Test  Centre;  Zhihong  Zhou, 
Oil  Sands  and  Hydrocarbon  Recovery. 

We  wish  the  following  well  in  their 
future  endeavors:  John  Douglas,  vice- 
president,  Industrial  Technologies; 
Linda  Petry,  Advanced  Technologies. 
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